rae 


fen ete 
tere" 
state 
ee 
*5eer se 
ate 


war *£§, ee" «4 OE Se 0 
Soe Gy, ££ 2 82S SeEelUlUlUDOUCS OST 
ate” ete 7. os Se elUlC RS OC 


7 
* 
ete tet ete 
- 
. ace 
-* ote 


Seles 
eretetetete® 


>. 
Oreo ata ata a tetera ete tat eta tat at ate tetera tate tata tetatatatete® 
wear ater et eta t ata tat ata tet ate eta ta te tate te tet ete tee eee ee ne eat etate® 


> Edited by JounR. Rice. « 


Sr 
*Seseseles 


terete 
ret atete 
sent e tate terete? 


wet etatststetate tet stats 


"And they cried, The Sword of the 


epee 
eR eeee 
mw behead SA 
LAR 
SBAAAAAAAA “SAO 


me eeeeee 
eeeeee 
eetes 


Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 


eee eeeee 


teeeese Mr ies 
Cocoon YieAAAd | tee 
+e eeees MMC eeeees 
Se eeeee Ms ecees 
*eeteee 
Seeeete 
eeeeeee 
° 7 


*eeee 
weeseees 
ereeveee 
Seeeeese 
eeteteee 
eeeeeee 
AA» 


eeree 
*7eeeeteeee 
Seeeeeeaee 
“eee ee erene 
. VA 


ee 
eeewreees Gee 
OOOO... ar SAA, =“ 
\ MAAAAAD Oe 


ee 


An Independent Religious Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Sin, Modernism, and Denominational Overlordship 


VOLUME VII, No. 49 


WHEATON, ILLINOIS, FRIDAY, JUNE 20, 1941 


$1.00 PER YEAR 


God's Method -- Man; God's 


Message -- The 
Objective -- Lost Men 


Man; God's 


By REv. NYE J. LANGMADE, SALINA, KANSAS 
President, Independent Fundamental Churches of America 


“But when it pleased God, who separated. me from my mother’s 
womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might 


preach him among the heathen; 
flesh and blood.” 


In this passage of Scripture, 


omens I conferred not with 


— Galatians 1:15, 16. 


we have a very clear and con- 


cise statement of God’s method, message and objective. We 
find here that God’s method is MAN, God’s message is THE 
MAN, and God’s objective is MAN. It is a great thing, in 


_this hour when there is so much confusion among so-called 


Christians, to have such a simple statement of what it is all 
about in God’s plan of world evangelization. 


l. God's 

We would like to deal with this 
subject in the order set forth in the 
above passage of Scripture. Paul’s 
statement, ‘“‘But when it pleased 
God, who separated me from my 


mother’s womb, and called me by 
his gracé, to reveal his Son in me, 
that I might preach him among 
the heathen,” is the statement of 
God’s method for today. Through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ on 
the way to Damascus, Paul had 
become a twice-born man. He re- 
fers to himself as one born out of 
due time. In this experience of re- 
generation, he had been separated 
from the old order of Judaism and 
the law, forms and ceremonies. The 
law of life in Christ Jesus had 
made him -free from the law of 
sin and death. Paul knew that he 
had met God, and could say, “I 
certify you, brethren, that the Gos- 
pel which was preached of me is 
not after man. For I neither re- 
ceived it of man, neither was I 
taught it, but by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” Paul immediately 
recognized the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ when he said, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” 


Dynamic of Purpose 


The great compelling’ force in 
Paul’s life- was a desire to live in 
the full gale of God’s will for his 
own life and ministry. The fact 
that he had been called by His 
grace gave him assurance and 
dynamic of purpose that sent him 
forth with a message that reached 
and stirred the whole known world 
of his day.” He refused to recog- 
nize circumstances and barriers, 
but, with courage and faith, he 
battled through the opposition to 
victory. Paul never looked for a 
lovely church and parsonage, nor 
a likely situation in which to preach 


Method — Man < 


LANGMADE 


REV. NYE J. 


the Gospel. He was willing for self 
denial, sacrifice and suffering to 
reach men. with his living message. 
He was so sure that he was called 
of God that he would say, ‘Woe 
is me if I preach not the Gospel 
of Christ.” The great secret of 
Paul’s dynamic life and his suc- 
cessful ministry of evangelism was 
in the fact that Christ lived in him. 
He was twice born and called by 
God’s grace to have God's son re- 
vealed in him. 

Before a man. can be a success- 
ful minister of the Gospel, he must 
have revealed to himself the in- 
dwelling Christ; and when Christ 
is real in the believer, he is going 
to be real to the lives of those he 
contacts. Paul could say, “I am 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 
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And what do we? Run off, 


FOR JEW-HATERS 
Afresh Today 


“And the King shall say, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” 


Again in this world’s Judgment Hall of time 

The King of Love and Truth stands mobbed, beaten, 
Torn, stripped, cursed, and spat upon, | 
While Peters swear, “I never knew the man!” 

And friendly footsteps scatter through the night! 


Who strikes His brethren, Jew or Greek, strikes Christ! 
What is this thing a nation does to Him 
Today? “We have no king but Caesar, crucify:” 


Afraid of littleemaids? Or stand with Him today ?” 


or sit by fires 


— Plumb E. Wells. 


noised that he was in the house. 


there was no room to receive them, 


was borne of four. 
uncovered the roof where he was; 


“5, When Jesus saw their faith, 
Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 


in their hearts. 


but God only? 
“8. And immediately when Jesus 


things in your .hearts ? 


thine house. 


GETTING A HARD CASE SAVED 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


“And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was 


“2. And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that 


no, not so much as about the. door; 


and he preached the word unto them. 
“3. And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which 


“4. And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they 


and when they had broken it up, 


they let down the bed ‘wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 


he said unto the sick of the palsy, 


“6. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning 


“7. Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins 


perceived in his spirit that they so 


reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these 


“9. Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be 
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 

“10. But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth 
to forgive sins (he saith to the sick of the palsy) 

“11. I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into 


“12. And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went. forth be- 
fore them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, 
saying, We never saw it on this fashion.” 


— Mark 2:1-12. 


Making Stencils 


For Hundreds. of 


New Subscribers 


. ELIZABETH RICE, 14, AT THE 
GRAPHOTYPE 


Above is the third daughter of 
Editor John R. Rice. She is at the 
graphotype machine making sten- 
cils for hundreds of new subscrib- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


Tl. The Background of a Great 


Revival 


What:a stir there was in Caper- 
naum that day, when Jesus re- 


j turned from a preaching tour of 


Galilee, healing and .working mir- 
acles. When it became known that 
Jesus was in the house, “straight- 
way many were gathered together, 


-|insomuch that there was no room 


to receive them, no, not so much 
as about the door: and he preached 
the word unto them.” 


Here were thrilling elements of 
every great revival season. First, 
there were crowds. Always great 
crowds of people gather when 
there is a- blessed, wide-spread, 
miracle-working moving of the 
Spirit of God in a revival. Crowds 
estimated at 20,000 sometimes, 
heard John Wesley preach in the 
open air, and similar crowds heard 
Whitfield in England and in 


America. Moody’s London cam- 
paign was carried on in great 
sheet-iron tabernacles, seating 


about 11,000 people. And sometimes 
the building would be filled twice 


jin the same evening, with different 


crowds, and overflows were com- 
mon! The giant tabernacle meet- 
ings of Billy Sunday were another 
illustration of revival crowds. That 
is the way it was in Bible times. 
All Israel was gathered to Mount 
Carmel when Elijah prayed and 
God gave fire from Heaven. When 
John the Baptist preached repent- 


ance, by the river Jordan, “then 


In the daily mail here in the 
office of The Sword of the Lord are 
many messages to make our hearts 
rejoice. This morning, Friday, 
June 13th, I came in thirty minutes 
past midnight, and before I slept, 
looked over some of my mail. 
Among the letters was one from 
Fort Sheridan, Illinois. It made my 
heart sing and I share it with you. 
It follows: 

“IT sent for .your’ book, 
WORLD-WIDE WAR AND 
‘THE BIBLE,” some time ago, 
and gave it to my mother and 
sisters to read and they signed 
the pledges for the Lord and 
were saved. I was saved after 
listening to one of your broad- 
casts from the noon-day meet- 
ings of the Christian Business — 
Men’s Committee at Chicago, 
December 9, 1939. I have been 
listening to the broadcasts ever 


since and really enjoy them. 


A Son, Mother, and Two Daughters Saved 


I sent a trial subscription to 
The Sword to nty mother, but 
it has expired, so please send 
it for one year to Mrs. KE. M—, 
Caledonia, Wisconsin, also to 
L. M—. 

(Signed) “H. V. M—” 

Enclosed with the letter were 
three decision slips from the book, 
“WORLD-WIDE WAR AND THE 
BIBLE,” signed by the mother and 
two daughters. 

Praise God for the broadcast 
over the program of the Christian 
Business Men’s Committee in Chi- 
cago! through which the dear Lord 
touched the heart of this young 
man and saved him as he listened 
to me preach. And praise God for 
the book, “WORLD-WIDE WAR 
AND THE BIBLE,” which has led 
so many to Christ. 

Please pray I may be all things 
to all men that by all means I 


went out to him Jerusalem, and all 
Judaea, and all the region round 
about Jordan, and were baptized 
of him in Jordan, confessing their 
sins” (Matt. 3:5, 6). We do not 
know how many people there were 
at Pentecost who heard Peter and 


others preach, but some 3,000 were 


saved and baptized (Acts 2:41). 
Thus the gospel of Luke says that 
“As he was teaching, that there 
were Pharisees and doctors of the 
law sitting by, which were come out 
of every town of Galilee, and 
Judaea, and Jerusalem: and thes 
power of the Lord was present to 
heal them” (Luke 5:17), and the 
same passage in Luke, Luke 5: 
19, says they could not bring in the 
paralytic man “because of the mul- 
titude.” Crowds go with revivals. 


It is true that counting num- 
bers may be offensive; it may be 
boastful or it may be exaggeration, 
but great crowds gathered to hear 
the Word of God are a joy un- 
speakable to every true preacher 
of God. The Bible is never sensi- 
tive about the telling of crowds. 
And where the power of God is 
manifested, and where Christian 
people join with the preacher in 
doing their part, God gives great 
crowds in revival seasons. It is 
sinful and wicked for the churches 
to be content that theaters, ball 
parks, football stadiums and race 
tracks should have the big crowds 
and puttering preachers’ drone 
their platitudes to indifferent hand- 
fuls of people. If crowds will not 
come to the churches, then let us 
go where the crowds are, as did 
Wesley, Whitfield and Moody. May 
God give us the compassionate 
heart that Christ had for the un- 
easy, fermenting multitudes. 
Preachers should strive as hard to 
reach the multitudes as do boxing 
promoters and World’s Fair offi- 
cials and baseball managers, and 
department store executives. To be 
contented with a small dribble of © 
humanity that comes to our 
churches, when the masses of the 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


Preacher, Heed 
This Sample 


A number of ministers will get 
this copy of The Sword of the Lord 
as a sample. Your name was sent 
to us by one of your preacher 
friends who would like for you to 
take this paper. Please note the 
fine evangelistic sermons by Dr. H. 
A. Ironside, Rev. Charles E. Fuller 
of the Old Fashioned Revival Hour 
broadcast, by Nye J. Langmade, 
president of I.F.C.A. and others of - 
the best soul winners in America. 
Letters from pastors of Baptist 
churches, independent churches, 
from Presbyterians, Methodists, 
Congregational, Lutheran, Breth- 
ren churches write to tell how they 
are blessed and helped by The 
Sword of the Lord. 


The editor wants to send you free 
his new cloth-bound, gold-jacketed, 
illustrated book of favorite mes- 
sages called “AND GOD REMEM- 
BERED ... .” free. Send $1.00 at 
once for your year’s subscription 
and get this lovely gift sent post- 
paid without charge. : | 

The opportunity closes July whe 
Write at once. If you haven’t a 
dollar handy, simply tell us when 
you will send it and write at once 
so we can start sending the paper 
and reserve a book for you. Write to 
The Sword of the Lord Publishers 

512 West Franklin Street 


| might win some. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 20, 1941 


Getting A Hard Case Saved 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


people are going to Hell, is an un- 
speakable crime on the part of 
. Churches. and preachers. We need 
a vision about crowds and then we 
need to use every method, new and 
old, to reach them with the gospel 
and especially to assemble them for 
great revival services. 

What a sensation there was in 
Capernaum! How different this 
crowd was from the ordinary 
church congregation. Pressing 
eagerly to get a glimpse of Jesus, 
listening intently for His words, 
expecting miracles, asking ques- 
tions! Pharisees and scribes hoped 
to trap Him, felt a burning hatred 
grow. Blind, dumb and lame drew 
near, expecting to be healed. It 
was informal, unorganized. Such 
a stir would be unpopular in most 
churches today. 

When pastors write out recom- 
mendations for evangelists (the 
kind of evangelists who must have 
recommendations to get meetings), 
they usually take pains to say that 
“our brother is entirely safe and 
Sane” and uses no clap-trap meth- 
ods (whatever that may mean). 
And the evangelist shows this rec- 
ommendation to others, prints it 
in a leaflet, perhaps, to send out, 
so that other churches which do 
- not want any sensation, will invite 

the evangelist who promises not 
to stir them up very much, not to 
‘arouse any criticism, not to dis- 
turb unduly their peaceful dead- 
ness! But when Jesus preached at 
. Capernaum, the whole affair was 
sensational. The crowds, the ser- 
mon subjects, the interruptions, the 
questions, the breaking open of the 
roof in the midst of His discourse, 
the criticisms of His enemies, the 
praises of those blessed — how it 
would have disturbed the average 
modern church where there is hard- 
ly an amen to disturb the quiet- 
ness, where soft music plays while 
fhe pastor prays in ‘dulcet tones 
and where the ushers themselves 
keep exact step as they march to 
the front, two and two, and where 
the people know in advance when 
to stand and when to sit, when to 


my sing the Doxology and when to say 
} the Lord’s Prayer! How the dry 

' bones of the average church would 
... #aktie if Jesus preached in it and if 


His crowds came and if His works 
were made manifest as they were 
in Capernaum that day! Oh, God, 
wake us out of this sleep of 
death! Oh, God, let us hear again 
the moans of travail andthe birth- 
cry of spiritual children! I would 
rather have a church with infidels 
come to criticize the preacher as 
did those Pharisees, and with 
curious on-lookers gapping at the 
spectacle of lame men walking, and 
have every sermon broken up by 
the frantic efforts of burdened soul 
winners to get someone saved, as 
did these four -who broke up the 
roof — I say I would rather have 
all that, than to have the quiet, un- 
disturbed, beautiful deadness which 
is in the average church service. 
The kindof preaching which 
never makes anybody angry, nev- 
er seems fanatical, never is criti- 
cized by the scribes and Pharisees, 
will not draw crowds. And preach- 
ing that is not sensational, on 
death, Hell, Heaven, judgment and 
the wrath of God — pertinent, per- 
sonal, tactless, abandoned preach- 
ing will never draw such crowds 
nor save thern when they come. 
But the best element of this re- 
vival season was the power. As 
Luke said, “The power of the Lord 
was present to heal them” (Luke 
neva s 
The crowds and the sensation are 
only incidental besides this one 
main factor in revivals — the mir- 
- acle-working power of God! There 
was convicting power. The words 
of the Saviour were like a two- 
edged sword. “Is not my word like 
as a fire? saith the Lord; and like 
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la hammer that breaketh the rock 
in pieces?” says Jeremiah 23:29. 
And so were the words of Jesus. 
Oh, God pity us powerless predch- 
ers! Of what use is it to talk-to 
preachers about crowds until they 
have power? Without power, -in- 
stead of the true sensationalism of 
the Holy Ghost when men preach 
on earth-shaking themes, when lips 
quiver, when tears fall, when con- 


‘science burns, when Satan fights 


hard, when souls surrender and are 
saved, and all Heaven rings with 
joy — instead of such holy sensa- 
tions, when there is no power there 
will be wire-pulling, there will be 
advertising tricks, there will he 
worldly wise-cracking, there will 
be cheap vaudeville. I do not care 
what methods men use, just so the 
Holy Spirit of God is the stage- 
manager. What we need in all of 
our services is the miracle-working 
power of God. Men should sell all 
their pearls to buy this one. 


In every great revival movement, 
there comes a remarkable wave of 
answered prayers, and even mirac- 
ulous healings. Men’s faith blos- 
soms largely. Requests long post- 
poned are .pressed to God’s atten- 
tion and are granted. Men’s bodies 
are often.healed, homes are viten 
reunited, and wondrous things hap- 
pen when the power of God is pres- 
ent. Here, when Jesus preached in 
Capernaum, that mighty power 
healed the sick as well as saving 
souls. In fact, this palsied man was 
healed to prove that he was saved. 
I want no pretense of healing with- 
out the power of God, and I do 
not favor the professional exploita- 
tion of the sick which some so- 
called “divine healing’? cults use 
to get crowds and money. I know 
that God does not always heal the 
sick. That is.not always God’s will. 
But bless God, He sometimes does 
heal the sick, and He would heal 
the sick far more often if there 
were a blessed revival of faith and 
surrender and giving God His 
sweet way! 

The crowds, the sensational stir- 
ring, and the mighty power of God 
were present in this revival. 


Il. They Brought Him 


“And they come unto him, 
bringing one sick of the palsy, 
which was borne of four.” 

Out of one corner of my eye I 


see the sedate Pharisees gathered 


from all over Judaea and Galilee 
critically watching the young 
Prophet, as they thought, but our 
Lord, the Saviour. The twelve 
disciples must have been gathered 
near-by, but I have no eye for 
them, nor for all the teeming mul- 
titudes that cram every room of 
the house, and blocks every door 
and every window and fills the yard 
trying to cateh a glimpse of the 
wonder-working Saviour and to 
hear His words. No, the center of 
interest in this narrative is Jesus 
and five other men. Four of them 
are soul-winners, bringing a sin- 
ner to Jesus. After all, there are 
only three groups that count much 
in all this multitude. First, there is 
Jesus. Bless God, He counts most 
of all. Then there are the soul 
winners. There are four of them 
that are mentioned in this Case, 
all are burdened and concerned for 
their poor paralyzed friend. They 
want to get him to Jesus, to get 
his sins forgiven, even to get ms 
body healed, but there were ob- 
stacles in the way. 

The way lost people get to Jesus 
is that somebody brings them: 
Everywhere I hear the age-old cry 
of the lazy preachers and of the 
worldly-minded church members 
that “Sinners won’t come to church 
any more.” They never did come ex- 
cept as they were brought! Chil- 
dren do not take the initiative in 
getting themselves born, and sin- 
ners do not take the initiative in 
getting’ themselves saved. Ship- 
wrecked people, going down in tee 


cold waters, do not save them- 


selves. Rescuers run out the life 
boats and bring them in! 

Here is one sinner who came to 
church. He is paralyzed and can’t 
walk, yet he came to hear Jesus 
preach, he came to get saved! But 
he came because somebody brought 
him. And anywhere in the world 
when there are people with burning 
hearts who determine at any cost 
of labor and ingenuity and expense, 
to get people to church, to get sin- 
ners to hear the gospel, then you 
will have sinners in the. services 
and sinners being saved! 

In the first chapter of J ohn we 
see several instances of soul win- 


ning. Andrew got his brother, 
Simon Peter, “and he brought him 
to Jesus.” Jesus found Philip and 
said, “Follow me.” Philip found 
Nathanael, and after a _ terrible 
theological blunder got him -to Je- 
sus, and Jesus settled all the doubts 
of the inquiring Nathanael, and he 


was wonderfully saved. 


Jesus spoke of soul winning after 
this fashion, “A certain man made- 
a great supper, and bade many; 


and sent his servant at supper time 


to say to them that were bidden, 
Come; for all things are now 
ready . .’ And the rest of the 
story tells how the servant invited, 
plead, repeatedly returning for fur- 
ther instructions and went out in 
the highways and hedges to com- 
pel people to come in. 

In that thronging crowd in Cap- 
ernaum some were open enemies, 
as the Pharisees. .Some were un- 
sure what to do, as perhaps the 
disciples. The vast multitude were 
mere on-lookers, spectators, seat- 
warmers, hangers-on to see the 
wonderful things done. But the 
ones who got business done for the 
Lord that day were those like the 
four who went after the paralytic 
and literally carried him to Jesus. 
You _could sweep out three-fourths 
of the average church membership 
like trash before the broom, and 
never miss them, as far as having 
souls saved. But thank God for the 
little handful who mean business 
and really bring sinners to church 
or bring sinners to Jesus. If you, 
dear reader, are a seat-warmer, a 
hanger-on, part of the mixed mul- 
titudes of useless people that clut- 
ter up our churches: today, I beg 
you to get out of that crowd and go 
get sinners and bring them to 
Christ and bring them to the 
church. 


Ill. An “All Out": Effort Necessary 


The complaints and the alibis 
and excuses of those who ought 
to be soul winners are common- 
place. But here were four un- 
named men who meant business 
and could not be stopped by hin- 
drances in getting their friend to 
Christ. 

The United States government 
has adopted a policy it says, of ‘‘All 
out aid to Britain.” By that phrase, 
the president means, I suppose, 
that all our resources and all our 
energies will be put into the effort 
to save democracy and stop the 
bandit, the cruel enslaver of people, 
the mad-man, Hitler. A national 
weekly calls attention, however, to 
the president’s inconsistency. The 
president stated that we could de- 
fend America without giving up 
any of our “social gains,’”’ by which 
he meant that labor would not 
have to work longer than five days 
a week, eight hours a day, would 
not have to give up the right to 
strike, nor high wages, that. old 
people would not have to give up 
their pensions nor farmers their 
subsidies from the government. 


But. anyone can see that that 
would not be an “all out” effort. 
Americans working only forty 
hours a week cannot defeat Ger- 
mans who are willing to work 
eighty hours a week. Americans 
who are willing to strike and tie 
up industry to raise wages that are 
already several times as much as 
German workmen get cannot de- 
feat German workers who are will- 
ing to work seven days a week, ten 
or twelve hours a day on subsist- 
ence wages. Americans. cannot de- 
feat Germany when Germany 
means business and America does 
not, when Germany will pay any 
price for victory and America will 
not. 

And so in soul-winning: lacka- 
daisical, half-hearted Christian ef- 
forts will not win. We need an 
“all out” effort. 

The four men who carried the 


~‘palsied man to Jesus really meant 


business. It was an “all out”’ effort. 


“In the first place, it took work. 
There was no ambulance. Carrying 
the helpless man and his bed, per- 
haps for .miles through the heat, 
was not easy, even for four husky 
men. But if you want to save souls 
you must work at it. The Saviour 
said, “The harvest truly is. great, 
but the labourers are few” (Luke 
10:2). 
to. preach, or teach, or sing solos, 
or hold office, but to really labor, 
to sweat, to toil to win souls is a 
different matter. Thank God those 
four men could not be daunted and 
picked up the sick man, bed and 
all, and cata carried him to 
Jesus. 

It took eiameretion to bring this 
man to Jesus. For one man to 


wave | carried him would have been 


Plenty of people are willing. 


impossible. For two it would have 
been very burdensome, for three it 
would have been awkward. But. 
four earnest men were just right. 
Four could even get him on top of 
the house and could let him down 
through the broken-up roof. And 
I think the poor crippled man would 
not have risked himself with one or 
two. No doubt it took all four to 
persuade him. But when four of a 
man’s best friends guarantee that 
he will be well cared for and for- 
given and happy and well, who 
could doubt them?» 

All ovér the country there are 
unsaved men who could be won if 
their four best loved ones or best 
friends would agree to cooperate 
and combine forces to win them. At 
Pentecost “‘they were all of one ac- 
cord,” and how often this unity is 
mentioned in the Bible where a real 
revival is involved! If Christians 
work and work together, they can 
have mighty revivals, they can win 
souls. 

So often a pastor writes to me 
telling how eager, how hungry the 
people of his church are for a re- 
vival. Later, another pastor, or the 
representative of another church, 
in the same town, will write want-: 


ing help in a revival campaign — | 


so eager they are, they say, for a 
blessed revival and souls saved. Yet 
the two churches will not join 
hands and cooperate to win souls 
in many cases and I find that such 
people are often concerned simply 
about strengthening the work of 
the local church or trying to over- 
come division in the church, 02 
they want their own little flock 
of saints fed. Sometimes they 
would be glad to have the chil- 
dren of their own families saved, 
but have really no concern for the 
community at large or for the great 
mass of sinners who never darken 
the doors of the house of God. 
Many times people want to have 
“a revival campaign,” they say, but 
really they are concerned about 
their own denomination or 
their own selfish and personal gain 
in spiritual matters. 


How different were these four 
men, who banded together to bring 
the helpless paralytic to Christ! 
May God help Christians to com- 
bine forces and really work to- 
gether to get sinners saved. No 
Christian can say he is making an 
“all out” effort to win souls who is 
not willing to work with others. 


And can you imagine the aston- 
ishment of the crowds that must 
have filled the patio or yard when 
these four men, carrying their pre- 
cious burden, began to clamber up 
on top of the house! I suppose that 
it was an awkward business. I 
can imagine that by-standers 
shouted advice; that somebody may 
have muttered, “Those crazy fools 
will drop and kill the poor man. 
Why do they want him on the 
roof!” Sure, they made a spectacle 
of themselves before the whole 
town, but this was a genuine whole- 
souled effort to get the man to Je- 
sus. They had to overcome the in- 
difference of the crowd. The seat- 
warmers, the _ spectators, the 
churchgoers did not move out of 
the way. But, undaunted, they 
carried ‘him to the roof-top and 


| began to break up the roof: The 


roof was of heavy tiles (Luke 5: 
19). Just as if they owned the 
house they began to tear away the 
tiles and chop through the roof, 
making a hole big enough to let the 
poor invalid, bed and all, down to 
Jesus! | 

How reckless! How sensational! 
Why, the owner may be terribly 
angry. They'll have the roof to pay 
for, surely! But I can imagine one 
of the four who has labored so hard 
and against such odds, to get this 
man to Jesus, saying as his lips 
trembled with emotion, “Never 
mind the roof — I'll pay for it, 
whatever it costs. I know if we 
can get this man to Jesus He'll 
heal the poor man and save his 
soul and that is worth more than 
all the house. We may look like 
fools to all the neighbors, but I 
am willing to be a fool to get this 
friend saved!” | 

People these days expect to win 
souls without ever being ridiculous. 
People expect to win souls without 
ever being called fanatics. The 
average Christian is. ashamed to 
be seen with a Bible on the street 
car and won’t bring up the subject 
of trusting Christ even in the pri- 
vacy of his lost neighbor’s home. 
Christians, that will never work! 
It takes an “‘all out” effort to real- 
ly win souls. If we were willing 
to make an open spectacle of our- 
selves and to do the sensational, 


| expensive things that are certain to 


cost money and cost friends and 
make us seem like fools to the 
world, then God could use us to 
win souls. 

God have pity upon us Chris- 
tians who never miss a meal for. 
God, never miss a night’s sleep, 
never lose a job for Christ nor a 
day’s wages, never lose a friend in 
Jesus’ name! We are half-hearted, 
luke-warm hypocrites who do not 
mean business for God and so never 
win souls. 

All the silly talk about sinners 
‘being too hard to win these days 
is only an alibi to cover up the 
fact that we really do not mean 
business and will not go to any 
lengths to win souls as these men 
did to get their friend to Jesus. 

Nearly everybody would be will- 
ing to win souls if it did not cost 
anything or take time or if nobody 
knew about it and nobody would 
laugh at them or think they were 
queer. But God wants no such 
service as that. 

“All out” effort for God put 
Daniel in the den of lions. 

“All out” effort for Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego put them 
in the fiery furnace. They faced 
the wrath of the emperor of the 
world and the scoffing of all their 

iends, but they won! The procla- 
mation of King Nebuchadnezzar in 
Daniel 4 indicates that even he 
may have been won by the witness 
of these godly men who would 
spend everything, even life itself, 
in witness for God. 

“All out” effort caused Stephen 
to be stoned to death. But it won 
Paul the Apostle to Christ. He 
could never get away from the 
holy, exalted face of Stephen, shin- 
ing like the face of an angel as 
they killed him! 

“All out” effort compelled Paul 
to fight lions at Ephesus, left him 
beaten and stoned as one dead out- 
side the city of Lystra (Acts 14: 
19). It put him in prison for years. 
It cost Paul his friends, his honocr, 
his wealth. For Christ he gave up 
all thought of home and wife and 
children and a place in the great 
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem so that 
Paul could say, “I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung” (Phil. 3:8), and 
again, ‘“‘Neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry, which I have received of 
the Lord Jesus” (Acts 20:4). 

Any Christian who is willing to 
suffer, willing to lose money, will- 
ing to lose friends, willing to be 
made a spectacle as a fool. before 
the multitude in order to win souls 
can bring friends to Jesus even as 
these four men brought the palsied 
man. 

What we need today in soul-win- 
ning work is the same zeal with 
which men in England and Germany 
risk life itself in defense of home 
and country. If defense for England 
and murderous aggression for Ger- 
many calls for an “all out” effort, 
how much more does soul-winning 
work demand all the passion and 
love of our hearts, and all the 
money in our pockets and all our 
toil! 

Next I call your attention to the 
fact that these four unnamed soul- 
winners broke up a public service. 
They interrupted public worship. . 
Can you imagine how the sedate 
Scribes and Pharisees felt when 
they heard the clatter of tiles, the 
pulling of nails, the breaking of 
wood, the talk and commotion? 
This was not in the “Order of Serv- 
ice!” I am sure that to many it 
seemed “irreverent,” “sensational.” 
The truth is that soul-winning does 
not fit in very well with worship 
that depends upon: stained-glass 
windows and pipe organ music and 
soft-carpeted aisles and Orders of 
Service. All this pomp and cere- 
mony pleases the carnal mind. It 
is a substitute for spirituality and 
not the accompaniment of jt. It 
has always been true that the vig- 
orous work of the Holy Spirit in 
soul-winning shocks the Pharisees 
in the.churches. Always when re- 
vivals wane preachers turn into. 
clergymen or “ministers,” and liv- 
ing joy and zeal turn into form 
and ceremony. Instead of the life 
of the Spirit congregations feel the 
deadness of the letter. 

I had a letter the other day from 
a great church wanting me for a 
revival campaign. They are fine: 
people,- fundamental in doctrine, 
missionary in their giving. But 
they were greatly concerned about 
the proposed revival lest there 
should be too much freedom of per- 
sonal. soul-winning effort in the 
congregation during the invitation! 

I am sure the people were scan- 
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dalized at those four soul-winners. 
I think the twelve..apostles must 
have been shocked.when the roof 
was broken up and Jesus’ sermon 
stopped, and here comes a big bun- 
dle, a bed, let down by the four 
corners, We suppose, over the peo- 
ple’s heads in front of Jesus. What 
a scramble to get out of the way, 
what an astonishment on the faces 
of the people, and what curiosity! 
That is certainly different from the 
cut-and-dried formal program, the 
“Lord is in His holy temple; let 
all the earth keep silence before 
Him,” and “Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow,” and “Glory be 
to the Father” sung in unctuous 
tones and the Lord’s Prayer re- 
cited by indifferent and well-fed 
saints while the rest of the world 
goes to Hell without a tear, with- 
out a warning! 

Brethren, the sleep of death is 
on our churches. They are despised 
by the general public for what they 
are —a half-hearted, insincere imi- 
tation of New Testament Christi- 
anity. There is no life nor power. 
We have our nice little cut-and- 
dried programs, our “Orders of 
Service,’ our trained choirs, our 
trained ushers that keep step, oh, 
so nicely, down the aisle with the 
offering plates. We have our. unc- 
tuous, oily-tongued preachers who 
preach smooth: things and never 
offend, never condemn, never blaze 
in holy indignation, rarely cause 
either tears of repentance or tears 
of anger! I would to God that 
every church service in the coun- 
try could be broken up by such 
holy efforts at soul-winning as 
these sweating, grunting, deter- 
mined, daring men who broke up 
a service, broke up the roof of a 
man’s house and made of them- 
selves a spectacle before the multi- 


tude just to get a sick man healed. 


and to keep a sinner from. Hell! 


It seems to me that beside such 
effort as this our work seems puny 
and half-hearted and _ insincere. 
You may be sure it seems the same 
way to a dying world and to God. 


IV. Miracle Working Saviour Does 
The Rest 


After the crowds are assembled 
and expectation is aroused; after 
these four men brought their friend 
to the place; after they climbed up 
on the house and broke in the roof 
and let down the poor paralyzed, 
helpless sinner before Jesus, the 
work is still not done. The man 
is as sick as ever. He is as dead 
in sin as ever. He is still utterly 
lost and undone. The real miracle 
has not yet happened. But praise 
the Lord it soon did happen! The 
dear Lord Jesus looked down on 
that crippled body and saw the 


troubled soul and said, ‘Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee.’”’ At the end 
of our strength and after our best 
efforts, the Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self does the things we cannot do 
and saves the soul. Christ always 
does His part in soul-winning. 

What a murmur arose in the 
crowded house and _ courtyard! 
“Forgive sins? What blasphemy! 
How can this man forgive sins? 
Only God can do that!” So they 
thought. But the miracle-working 
Son of God who knew their 
thoughts said, “Why reason ye 
these things in your hearts? 
Whether is it easier to say to the 
sick of the palsy, Thy sins be for- 
given thee; or to say, Arise, and 
take up thy bed and walk? But 
that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to for- 
give sins, (he saith to the sick of 
the palsy), I say unto thee, Arise, 
and take up thy bed; and go th> 
way into thine house!”’ 

With gleaming eyes and bated 
breath they watched. The poor 
paralyzed man looked up in the 
face of Jesus, faith rushed into his 
heart, suddenly, with gladness, he 


sprang up. I can almost see him |: 


roll up his bed, take it on his shoul- 
der, and rush off home to tell wife 
and children the marvel that he is 
not only forgiven but healed, saved 
in soul and sound in body! 

Jesus had to do it! In the first 
place He had to do it because of 


the faith of the four men. When 


He looked up to that jagged hole 
in the roof He saw outlined against 
the sky the eager, trusting faces 
of the four who had brought their 
man to Jesus. And the Scripture 
says, “When Jesus saw their fain, 
he said unto the sick of the paisy, 
Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” 
I say Jesus had to do it. Their 
faith compelled it. 


We have a way of thinking that 
the infinite God in His infinite wis- 
dom can settle everything without 
us. But we forget that God has so 
planned that man can rule God 
when he has faith. Faith is a key 
that unlocks everything Heaven 
has! Faith is a fairy wand that 
works miracles and makes all the 
hosts of Heaven obey. No wonder 
that Isaiah 45:11 says, “Ask me of 
things to come concerning my sons, 
and concerning the work of my 
hands command ye me.” 

Oh, beloved, let us have faith in 
God! Let us go on with our plow- 
ing, our sowing, our watering, and 
our reaping, knowing that when we 
have reached the limit of all we 
can do, God will take it up and break 
hard hearts and convict vile sin- 
ners and save lost souls! The mir- 
acle is only waiting for us to do 
all we can do and get to the end 
of our strength and then look into 
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the face of the Lord Jesus. 

Do you see in this simple story 
recorded in the second chapter of 
Mark what faith is? I can see the 
four men gathered in the invalid's 
home pleading with him; and I 
can hear them urging, “I know He 
will forgive you. I know He will 
heal you. Why with my own eyes 
I have seen Him heal others. With 
these ears I have heard Him tell 
the harlot she was forgiven and 
tell the crooked publican to come 
and follow Him. You needn’t be 
afraid to risk Jesus, He will do it. 
I know it! And the faith that was 
in the friends’ hearts and shined 
through their faces finally con- 
vinced the lost man, and he con- 
sented to be carried to Jesus. 

And in the midst of all the 
trouble of finding a way, their 
hearts burned with this thought, 
“If we can only get him to Jesus 
He will save him! Nobody else 
can, but Jesus can, and Jesus will! 
All we need to do is to get him to 
Jesus!” What did they care about 
obstacles or the expense of the 
broken roof or of being a spectacle 
to the crowd and hearing their 
taunts and shouts and jeers? They 
knew Jesus Christ would save and 
heal! ~ 
. And if Jesus had failed that day, 
of course the light would have gone 
out of their eyes, and the poor 
cripple would have had to be car- 
ried homé again, worse instead of 
better. But Jesus didn’t fail that 
time. And He has never failed any 
other time. Any time you get a 
sinner to Jesus, Jesus does the 
work! 

That was why it was so. easy for 
Andrew to get Peter saved. He 
simply “brought him to Jesus,” and 
Jesus captured his heart and soul 
and made him chief of the apos- 
tles! That is why the poor, blun- 
dering new convert, Philip, could 
get the hungry-hearted but unbe- 
lieving Nathanael saved. He stopped 
arguing and simply said, “Come 
and see!”” And when Nathanael 
came to see Jesus, Jesus soon put 
all his doubts to flight and we see 
Nathanael on his face crying in 
ecstasy, “Rabbi, thou art the Son 
of God; thou. art the King of Is- 
rael!” (John 1:49). 

Then don’t make alibis saying, 
“People’s hearts are so hard!’’ 
Brother, hearts are not hard when 
Jesus gets hold of them! Drunk- 
ards, harlots, convicts, infidels — 
what does it matter, when the won- 
der-working Son of God comes to 
His end of the bargain after anx- 
ious-hearted, wholly surrendered 
Christians get people under the 
sound of the gospel and get the 
Word of God planted in their 
hearts. : 

This is what the Saviour meant 
when He told us to go into all 
the world, make disciples in all na- 
tions, taking the gospel even to 
every creature, and then baptize 
the converts and teach them to 
take up the holy cycle of soul win- 
ning, and then ended this Great 
Commission with the _ promise, 
“And, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world!”’ 

With that assurance I can preach 
and toil and write and sing and 
do personal work. The Lord Jesus 
will never leave me alone. He will 
never leave me in a tight without 
His help. I do all I can and then 
the Lord Jesus does the impossible, 
the miracle of saving souls. 

As a young man I learned care- 
fully the plan of salvation. I found 


it was wonderfully simple — that 


sinners are just to turn their hearts 
from sin to trust in Christ and by 
faith take Him, each one, as his 
own personal Saviour. And then I 
thought, “Well, suppose I get some- 
body to trust the Lord Jesus and 
then he isn’t saved.” Well, I de- 
cided that if the Lord Jesus failed 
after I had gotten a sinner to trust 
Him, then it was His business, not 
mine, His failure, not mine. But 
Jesus has never failed. He never 
did and He never will. 

_$o, dear Christian friends, let us 
earry the word of life to sinners. 
Let us really make an “all out” ef- 
fort to win souls. Let us get crowds 
together for the gospel. Let us 
sow the seed in every heart, let us 
go forth with weeping, knowing 
that the Lord Jesus does the work 
which we cannot do. Let’s get the 
hard cases to Jesus, and He will 
save them. ie 
) —o-——— 


ATTENTION! 


If you live in or near Wheaton 
and would like something to do for 
God, why not help us mail out The 
Sword of the Lord on Fridays” 
Call Wheaton 2610, or come to 512 
West Franklin. Good fellowship. 


GOD’S METHOD — 
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crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but CHRIST LIV- 
ETH IN ME.” Again, to the Co- 
lossians, he said, “To whom God 
would make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is 
CHRIST IN YOU, the hope of 
glory.’ In Galatians he said, “My 
little children, of whom I travail in 
birth again until CHRIST BE 
FORMED IN YOU.” In Romans, 
“IF CHRIST BE IN YOU, the 
body is dead because of sin, but 
the Spirit is life because of right- 
eousness.” Jesus said in John, ‘‘At 
that day ye shall know that I am 
in my Father, and ye in me, and 
I IN YOU.” In the 17th of John, 
Jesus prayed: “I IN THEM, and 
thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect.”’ Again, in John, “Abide in 
me, and 1IIN YOU.” 
What Christianity Is 

When former President Woodrow 
Wilson was president of Princeton 
‘University, someone asked him the 
question, “What is Christianity?” 

He replied, “CHRISTIANITY IS 
CHRIST.” Christianity is not imi- 
tating Christ, not trying to be like 
Christ, not serving Christ, but 
Christ in the believer. Hence, it 
is not our struggle, effort, ability 
or genius, “for it is God who 
worketh in us both to will and to 
do of his geod p.easure.”’ 
confident of this very thing, that 
he which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.” When a man has 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his personal Saviour, has been re- 
generated by the Holy Ghost and 
called by God’s grace to preach 
the Gospel of the grace of God, he 
will not have to be subsidized by 
an organization or the arm of flesh. 
What the church of the living God 
needs at the present time are some 
real heroic, rugged, bold evangels 
of the cross who will not com- 
promise or be intimidated by the 
present religious and political ma- 
chines. Let us remember that God 
does not anoint organizations and 
buildings, but men. 

“Then saith He unto His dis- 
ciples, THE HARVEST TRULY IS 
PLENTEOUS, but the LABORERS 
are iew; pray ye therefore the 
LORD of the harvest, that He will 
send forth LABORERS INTO HIS 
HARVEST” (Matt. 9:37-38). 


Il. God's Message — The Man 

“But when it pleased God, who 
separated me from my mother’s 
womb, and called me by his grace, 
to reveal his Son in me, THAT I 
MIGHT PREACH HIM among the 
heathen; immediately I conferred 
not with flesh and blood.” 

The above passage of Scripture 
is a simple statement of God’s 
great plan of world-wide evangel- 
ism. In it we have God’s method 
which is Man, God’s message which 
is THE MAN, God’s objective 
which is MAN. 

Paul, the greatest evangel of all 

time, had a real positive, dynam- 
ic message, and that message was 
Christ. “That I might preach 
Him,” says Paul in this text. If 
you are careful in reading the book 
of Acts, you will find that the mes- 
sage of the early apostles and 
evangels was Christ. Peter on the 
day of Pentecost preached Christ 
to them. Stephen in delivering the 
great message that cost him his life 
preached Christ unto them. We 
read, ‘‘Philip went down to Samaria 
and preached Christ unto them and 
there was great joy in that city.” 
When he preached to the Ethi- 
opian, one individual, he had the 
same message. What our nation 
needs today more than anything 
else is the simple, bold, fearless, 
positive preaching of Jesus Christ 
and’ Him crucified and risen again. 
It is the only answer to the world’s 
international, political, economic, 
social, and domestic problem. 
. Paul uses such expressions as 
these: “Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness.” “In 
whom we have redemption.through 
His blood.” “In whom we have 
also obtained an inheritance.” “In 
whom we also trust.’”’ Never does 
he use the abstract word, “what,” 
for he is not dealing with religion, 
forms and ceremonies, a code of 
ethics, or an organization. He is 
talking about a vital, living per- 
sonality. The question naturally 
arises, what do we mean by 
“preaching Jesus Christ.” 


In the Beginning Was the Word 

WE PREACH CHRIST, the one 
PRE-EXISTENT AND CO-EXIST- 
ENT with the Father before the 


world was. “In the beginning was 


“Being. 


the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God” (Jno. 
1:1). Micah spoke of the One who 
was to be born in Bethlehem of 
Judaea, as the One whose goings 
forth had been from old, from ev- 
erlasting. Paul said in Colossians 
that He is before all things and by 
Him all things consist. Jesus Said 
of Himself, “Before Abraham was, 
I am.” WE PREACH CHRIST AS 
THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. 
“All things were made by Him 
and without Him was not anything 
made that was made” (Jno. 1:3). 
“For by Him were all things cre- 
ated, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible” 
(Col. 1:16). He“is the One that 
swung the stars, the sun, the moon, 
and the earth into space and keeps 
them running on schedule time. 


The Word Made Flesh 

WE PREACH CHRIST AS GOD 
INCARNATE IN HUMAN 
FLESH. “And the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth” (John 
1:14). We read in Hebrews, “For 
verily He took not on Him the 
nature of angels, but He took on 
Him the seed of Abraham, where- 
fore in all things it behooved him 
to be made like unto His brother 
that He might be a merciful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God 
to make reconciliation for the sins 
of the people.” Paul tells us in 
Philippians that: ‘‘He who being in 
the form of God was made in the 
likeness of man and being found 
in fashion as a man humbled him- 
self and became obedient unto 
death.” He identified Himself with 
our race as God’s perfect man. He 
was the lamb of God without blem- 
ish and without spot. We read 
of Him: ‘‘He knew no sin,” “In 
Him was no sin,” “He did no sin.” 
WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCI- 
FIED. It was Paul who said, “I 
was determined not to know any- 
thing among you save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified.” We are not 
saved through His life but through 
His death. He became our substi- 
tute and bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree. His blood made 
complete liquidation. The work of 
redemption was completed when he 
cried, “It is finished.” 


Risen From the Dead . 

WE PREACH CHRIST RISEN 
FROM THE DEAD. “For as 
much then as the children are par- 
takers of flesh and blood, he like- 
wise took part of the same that 
through death he might destroy 
Him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil.’’ His conquest of 
death is complete; he broke its 
jaws and arose a mighty conqueror 
from the grave. When John saw 
Him on the Isle of Patmos, Jesus 
said to John, “I am He that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive forevermore, Amen. And have 
the keys of hell and of death.” His 
resurrection was physical. He had 
a real body, and said, “Behold, My 
hand and my feet, that it is I my- 
seif: handle me, and see; for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as 
ye see me have” (Luke 24:39). 
WE PREACH CHRIST ASCEND- 
ED TO heaven to the right hand 
of the Father as our great High 
Priest ever living to make inter- 
cession for us. He has been, made a 
High Priest after the power of an 
endless life. ‘He that keepeth Is- 
rael shall never’ slumber nor 
sleep.”’ In this we have the guar- 
antee of eternal life. “Wherefore 
He is able also to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to 
make intercession for them” (Heb. 
7:25). He is there at God’s right 
hand, “God’s perfect man, man’s 
wounded God.” 

Coming Again 

WE PREACH CHRIST COM- 
ING AGAIN. The truth of the sec- 
ond coming of Christ has been giv- 
en much space in God’s precious 
Word and spoken of over six hun- 
dred times directly or indirectly. It 
is the message of the blessed hope 
to the believer. We believe that it 
is imperative that Christ come 
again. The consummation of our 
salvation and resurrection awaits 
His coming. ‘‘For the Lord Him- 
self shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first; then we which are alive and 
remain, shall be caught up togeth- 
er with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord” (I Thess. 
4:16, 17). God’s great plan of the 


ages finds its consummation in the 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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GOD’S METHOD — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE) 


return of our blessed Lord. His 
coming is the answer to the world’s 
international, political, financial, 
social and domestic problems. “And 
the Lord shall be king over all the 
earth; in that day shall there be 
one Lord, and His name one” 
(Zech. 14:9). 

Preaching Christ is not a popular 
thing in these days. The preaching 
of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness. We may well count the 


cost of preaching this God-given 


message, for when we do we invite 
the opposition and wrath of this 
atheistic and this Christ-rejecting 
generation, also the opposition of 
the so-called modernistic and the 
apostate denominations. But what 
a privilege to accept the challenge 
and to go without the camp bear- 
ing His reproach and preaching 
this positive, life-giving message 


Making Stencils — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


ers to The Sword of the Lord. 
Elizabeth is 14, an earnest Chris- 
tian, entering her sophomore year 
in high school. Throughout the 
year she has~ been working nine 
hours a week in The Sword of the 
Lord office. In vacation season 
she will work thirty-six hours a 
week. Just now we have seven full- 
time workers foiling to keep up 
with the work—enrolling new sub- 
scriptions, making stencils, wrap- 
ping and mailing books, preparing 
copy for the paper, addressing and 
mailing the paper, etc. 


Hundreds of subscriptions are 


coming in. Better get yours in the 
mail at once. 


Beautiful Book Free With One 
Year Subscription at $1.00 


This weekly paper, The Sword of 
the Lord, is worth much more than 
$1.00 a year; in fact, right now 
the editor bears over a hundred 
dollars a month of the expense out 
of his own pocket and has spent 


____geveral thousand dollars in seven 
"years sending out the gospel in the 


ages of the paper so dear to his 


' heart. He has never taken a 
_penny’s profit from the paper. But 


to get thousands of new subscrip- 


- tions he is offering the brand new 


@ today. 
_ § The Scripture Witness League 
_ Jf 2011 Wellington Ave., Chicago, Ml. 


book, “AND GOD REMEM- 
BERED ....’ And Other Favorite 
Messages free and postpaid with 
every one-year subscription, new or 
renewal. But this offer closes July 2. 
You must have your subscription 
in the mail by midnight of July 2, 
or miss this offer. 

Dr. Ironside’s sermons on “Pilate 
Before Christ” and ‘‘Fools — Wise 
and Otherwise,” will be coming 
soon. Don’t miss them. Other ser- 
mons and messages, warm, fervent, 
evangelistic, by the best soul-win- 
ners in America are on the way. 
Many have asked for the editor’s 
sermon on prayer, “Asking and Re- 
ceiving,” and will be interested in 
the message now preparing, 
“Christians and Hitler.” 

By all means get what sub- 
scriptions you can for others and 
send in your own subscriptions at 
once. The beautiful cloth-bound 
book, with specially drawn illustra- 
tions by Mr. U. S. Abell, cartoon- 
ist for Moody Monthly, splendid 
Christian artist, will please you. 
The warm, earnest message, the 
editor’s favorites selected out of 
hundreds of messages in seven 
years, are the very cream of his 
ministry. The lovely book will be 
a pride and joy. 

Send in subscriptions for your- 
self and others at once. Write 
names and addresses plainly. New 
book with every subscription sent 
either to you or to any friend you 
designate. Address: 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
512 West Franklin Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 
. For Christian Workers 


of the gospel to our generation. 
Let us remember that the testi- 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy or preaching. 


Ill. God's Objective — Lost Men 


“But when it pleased God, who 
separated me from my mother’s 
womb, and called me by His grace, 
to reveal His Son in me, that I 
might PREACH HIM AMONG 
THE HEATHEN; immediately I 
conferred not with flesh and blood.”’ 


In this marvelous statement of 
God’s precious Word, we have, in 
a nut-shell, a simple statement of 
the truth of God’s plan for this 
age of grace. It reveals to us God’s 
method, man; God’s message, the 
man; and GOD’S OBJECTIVE, 
LOST MEN. Paul said, “That I 
MIGHT PREACH HIM AMONG 
THE HEATHEN,” thus revealing 
the great objective of his own min- 
istry. This simple plan came di- 
rectly from God to Paul; for he 
said, ‘I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” Paul’s 
vision was clear. He never had a 
doubt about what God’s objective 
was for this present age. The 
church of this present day has lost 
her vision and, with it, the mes- 
sage and a passion for lost men. 
Because of this, she is living in a 
state of uncertainty, darkness, 
chaos and confusion when she 
ought to be able to command the 
respect and leadership of a world 
in which there is unrest and un- 
certainity, with. men’s hearts fail- 
ing them for fear. The leaders of 
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organized Christendom today no 
longer speak with authority. They 
have no positive message for a 
world that is groping and reeling 
in the awful fog of its own reason 
and philosophy. 

Paul’s all-consuming compassion 
was to carry the gospel of sal- 
vation to the unevangelized places 
of the world. He started out im- 
mediately and went into Arabia 
and Damascus to preach the Gos- 
pel where no one else had ever 
been. He was not seeking a nest 
that somebody else had feathered, 
for he said that it was three years 
afterwards that he went up to Je- 
rusalem, and it is interesting to 
note that he did not go back again 
for fourteen years and even then 
he wasn’t much impressed with the 
general conference according to 
Galatians 2:6, which says, “But of 
those who seemed to be somewhat, 
whatsoever they were, it maketh no 
matter to me: God accepteth no 
man’s person: FOR THEY WHO 
SEEMED TO BE SOMEWHAT IN 
CONFERENCE ADDED NOTH- 
ING TO ME.” 


God’s objective for the church 
age has been the same from the 
beginning. James gave a clear 
statement of God’s purpose for this 
age when he said, ‘‘Men and breth- 
ren, hearken unto me: Simeon hath 
declared how God at the first did 
visit the Gentiles, to take out of 
them a people for His name. And 
to this agree the words of the 
prophets; as it is written, “After 
this I will return, and will build 
again the tabernacle of David, 


which is fallen down; and I will 
build again the ruins thereof, and 
I will set it up.” God never sent 
us to save the world, but to evan- 
gelize the world through the 
preaching. of the Gospel, for He 
said, “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture.” The ecclesia which make up 
the body of the church will be men 
and women out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people and nation 
who have been purchased by His 
own blood. “Take heed therefore 
unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to 
feed the church of God, which He 
hath purchased with His own 
blood” (Acts 20:28). 


God's Challenge To the Church 


You sometimes hear people say 
that the church has failed. This is 
not true. THE CHURCH, which is 
made up of born-again believers of 
all peoples, members of His body, 
bone of His bone and flesh of His 
flesh, constitutes an organism that 
cannot fail. Jesus said, “Upon this 
rock (referring to His own Deity) 
I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” If the work of the 
church. was to make the world bet- 
ter and bring in the millennium, 
then certainly we would have to 
admit that she had failed miser- 
ably. This is self-evident when we 
look at the terrible conditions that 
prevail today. 

The Old and New Testaments are 
a revelation and a testimony of 
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the God-man, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. No man will ever really 
understand God’s Word until he 
sees Christ in the Scriptures. He 
will never be able to rightly divide 
the Word of truth until he knows. 
God’s program of world evangeli- 
zation and premillennial coming of 
Christ. Our objective cannot fail. 
Its consummation awaits the phys- 
ical, visible, bodily, premillennial 
return of Christ for His church. 


According to Galatians 1:15, 16, 
the requisites of a preacher are to 
know that he is a twice-born man 
and called of God to preach a cru- 
cified, risen and triumphant Christ 
to all the world. In the close of 
these two verses Paul said, ‘Im- 
mediately I conferred not with flesh 
and blood.” If we are to please 
God,. we cannot seek to please men. 
If we do not know the will of God, 
it is profitable many times to con- 
fer with others; but when the will 
of God ig known, we have no busi- 
ness to confer with any flesh and 
blood. Our business, then, is to 
cbhey the command of the captain 
of our salvation, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. What a challenge presents 
itself to the real born-again be- 
lievers of today. Hungering hearts 
everywhere are crying out for the 
bread ‘of life. Let us not look to 
men to open doors, but to God, who 
openeth and no man shutteth. “Say - 
not ye, there are yet four months, 
and then cometh harvest? behoid, 
I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the -fields;~for they 
are white already to harvest” 


(John 4:35). 
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